Faculty Scholarship Agenda
OTD Program Scholarship Agenda: The scholarship agenda for Keck Graduate Institute’s OTD
program aims to contribute to the profession by producing quality evidence that spans the depth and
breadth of the field of occupational therapy. In collaboration with our doctorate students, the faculty
seek to advance the profession through engagement in scholarship of discovery, scholarship of
application, scholarship of integration, and scholarship of teaching and learning. Reflecting the KGI
mission, OTD program mission, and contributing to the American Occupational Therapy Association’s
Vision 2025, the collective scholarly work of the OTD faculty will result in an innovative and collaborative
environment dedicated to meeting the occupational needs of persons, groups, and populations through
applied science, lifestyle medicine approaches for whole person care, innovations in practice, and a
focus on health equity and occupational justice. Scholarship will be grounded in theory and science and
completed in collaboration with trusted community partners or within our program. While opportunities
for scholarship exist throughout the OTD curriculum, the program’s scholarly agenda primarily coincides
with the “Research and Evidence in Occupational Therapy Practice” and capstone course series. These
course series allow for strong peer-mentor relationships as well as facilitate development of capstone
projects, further contributing to the program’s culture of professionalism and collegiality. With a key
emphasis on dissemination to professional and scientific communities, the ultimate goals of the
scholarship agenda are: 1) to create pathways for students to develop as leaders and innovative
scholars of practice dedicated to translating advances into a wide range of occupational therapy
contexts, and 2) to create cohesion between faculty scholarly efforts and the program’s mission and
strategic plan.

Rachelle Murphy, DHSc, OTR/L, DipACLM

Faculty Member: _________________________________________________________________________

Areas of Interest
Narrative:

Dr. Murphy's scholarship agenda will provide student's with opportunities to contribute to the occupational therapy profession
through scholarship of discovery, scholarship of integration, scholarship of application and engagement, and scholarship of
teaching and learning.
Dr. Murphy seeks to examine the unique role of occupational therapy in addressing the mental health and lifestyle needs of
parents/caregivers of pediatric clients with health conditions. Specific topics of interest include: lifestyle medicine and mental
health for parents of children with mental illness, whole family health promotion and wellness, and maternal mental health and
wellness. Scholarly projects include original research as well as development of innovative programming in a non-traditional
practice area.
In addition, Dr. Murphy's current scholarly activities focus on the development and assessment of nature-based therapy
services to improve the occupational performance of pediatric and adult clients. Specific areas of focus include: ocean therapy,
adaptive recreation and occupational therapy, and the use of paddling as a therapeutic modality. Dr. Murphy is also engaged in
interprofessional collaboration to promote safety and wellness in the aging population, home safety and fall prevention for the
independent older adult, and development of an interprofessional community-based wellness program for older adults.
Other areas of interest include: Occupational therapy's role in climate change and sustainability, advancing diversity, equity,
and inclusion initiatives in occupational therapy practice and education, innovations in occupational therapy community-based
fieldwork experiences, best practices to support fieldwork educators, and pediatric mental health in school and
community-based settings.

Created:

Adapted from Methodist University

Relationship to Curricular Threads
Narrative Dr. Murphy's scholarly activities will help support the learning outcomes and curricular threads of

KGI's OTD program. Through Dr. Murphy's scholarly interests in parent/caregiver health and wellness
and adaptive recreation, students will engage in activities that allow professional development and
innovation in role-emerging and non-traditional occupational therapy practice settings. Students will
engage in scholarship that will examine issues of health equity and occupational performance and
become agents of change who create innovative solutions to improve access to occupational therapy
services and offerings. Student's will have opportunities to address lifestyle medicine approaches to
whole-person care, will harness occupation as as change agent and healing modality in both
traditional and non-traditional roles, will work inter-professionally within a variety of different health
and non-health related disciplines, and will learn to develop systems and processes to address the
needs of the aging population through Dr. Murphy's scholarly activities related to aging adults,
community-based services, and program development. Additionally, activities related to the
scholarship of teaching and learning will provide opportunities for students to integrate knowledge
from all curricular threads and experiences to engage in research, disseminate scholarly information,
and develop professional experience in education and teaching others.

Approach to Student Collaboration

Students are given the opportunity to advance Dr. Murphy's scholarly activities forward by co-creating
knowledge and resources within Dr. Murphy's areas of interest or identifying novel areas that align
with Dr. Murphy's scholarly pursuits. Dr. Murphy aims to foster a community of knowledge in which
students, peers, and faculty support scholarly growth while enhancing student confidence and refining
skills in self-reflection. During trimesters two through four, students will work in small groups to design,
implement, and present a research study. In trimesters three through eight, students will engage in
the design and implementation of a capstone project under the guidance of Dr. Murphy and will be
supported with a select group of peers who have projects with similar topics. Dr. Murphy aims to build
student's scholarly confidence and growth in becoming evidence-based innovators and practitioners
within the occupational therapy field. She hopes to use a student-centered and collaborative approach
to help student's foster their professional identity in preparation for the transition from student to
practitioner.
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Community Partner Collaborators

- Hillcrest at La Verne
- Mt. San Antonio Gardens
- Makapo Aquatics Project

Scholarship Agenda
The following list includes ongoing or future project topics and respective timelines
Project topic

Timeline (new/future, ongoing, in dissemination)

-Systemic Racism in Occupational Therapy (OTAC research
project)
-Adaptive Recreation/Nature-Based OT Program Development Makapo Aquatics
-Parent/Caregiver Health and Occupational Experiences
-Fieldwork Educator Continuing Education & Support

- in dissemination
- new/future
- new/future
- new/future
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